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A world free of child abuse and neglect
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Vision and Mission 

Saint Joseph Parenting Center's vision is that all  

children live in a world free of abuse and neglect.

 

With that vision in mind, our mission is to  

strengthen families that are at risk of child abuse  

and neglect, by providing parenting  

education and support.

Our Values

We LOVE people first. All individuals deserve RESPECT.

Our COMMITMENT to our mission is focused on the child.

EMPOWERMENT is the key to our parents success.

Everyone needs a FAMILY. We LISTEN & RESPOND.

We strive for EXCELLENCE.
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With that vision in mind, our mission is to  

strengthen families that are at risk of child abuse  

and neglect, by providing parenting  

education and support.

Our vision has compelled Saint Joseph Parenting Center (SJPC) for 
the last 10 years. We  believe in the importance of educating and 
supporting parents in an effort to protect their children's well being. 
The support of many private donors, Connecticut Department 
of Children & Families, numerous corporations, foundations, and 
community partners have been essential. Working together has  
been our success. 

I remember when my oldest child went off to college and the feelings 
of "letting go." I worried how my son would navigate the ups and 
downs of life. As parents we do our best to prepare our children and 
pray that the foundation we lay will be impactful. 

Recently, I made a decision to step down as the Executive Director of 
Saint Joseph Parenting Center in order to advance the mission with 
new ideas that will enable the center to expand and grow beyond 
Stamford. The decision was arduous and in some ways, reminiscent 
of my oldest child going off to college. Through my transition process, 
I have learned that "letting go" is an invitation to turn over something 
that you love to someone who shares the same passion, sense of 
urgency, and capacity, in order to bring about a greater impact. 

In the last 10 years, SJPC has grown from a start up non profit with 
$50,000 of seed money to a well governed, $1MM organization. We 
have grown to serve close to 300 parents annually. In total we have 
worked with over 1,300 parents. Most importantly, we have become 
known in our community to be a safe and welcoming center for so 
many parents to seek refuge and advice. 

I have no doubt that parents in other cities 
and towns could benefit from our services. 
I look forward to working with SJPC's new 
Executive Director, Rhonda Neal, to explore 
these needs and with your continued 
support, not just Imagine but create a  
safe and healthy world for our children. 

With a grateful heart,

Measi O’Rourke
SJPC Founder
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Being an active, present, loving, parent is very rewarding, yet truth 
be told, is also somewhat challenging. Because I understand this first 
hand, I am overjoyed and honored to serve as the next Executive 
Director of Saint Joseph Parenting Center.

When pregnant with my daughter I read a variety of parenting 
books. None of these books prepared me for a colicky child; having 
great parents and a strong support system did. Their impact in my 
life helped me understand the value of parenting and involvement 
in her life. This past May, I welled up with gratitude and joy, as I 
watched her walk across the stage at her college graduation with 
honors.

When I was invited by Measi O'Rourke to lead Saint Joseph Parenting 
Center, I immediately felt at home. Measi is a compassionate, 
forward-thinker, whose passion is to protect children by supporting 
their parents. 

Like her, I want to encourage parents who need support. I believe 
all children are destined to be great, and as parents, we have an 
obligation to exemplify and model behaviors that lead to a  
healthy adulthood. 

Can I count on you to help us inspire and 
educate parents throughout Stamford and 
neighboring cities to better care for our 
greatest gift—children?

Thank you for your support,

Rhonda Neal 
Executive Director



In 2018, 583 children benefited  
from their parent's participation  
in SJPC programming.  

A parenting session = one parent attending one class



OUR PROGRAMS

" I learned to be more calm and approachable. I do not 
yell at my kids anymore and we all sit down as a family 
and eat together, read and pray. We never did that 
before I attended the class."

Our General Parenting Program is the foundation of 

SJPC. With open enrollment and a 28 class curriculum, 

offered in English and Spanish, this program is often the 

first encounter that a parent has with the SJPC model. 

SJPC Client

Research shows  that when  
Protective Factors* are present and robust  
in a family, the likelihood of child abuse  
and neglect diminishes. Our programming 
helps to build these Protective Factors. 
*Center for the Study of Social Policy–Washington DC



The purpose of our 24/7 Dad® program is to increase positive 

involvement and interaction between fathers and their 

children.

“I learned that I have self-worth and matter. I didn’t really 
have much of it when I first started the program.” 

SJPC 24/7 Dad® Graduate

Since 2013 over 225 dads have participated.
The 24/7 Dad® program was developed by 
the National Fatherhood Initiative.

Research shows  that when  
Protective Factors* are present and robust  
in a family, the likelihood of child abuse  
and neglect diminishes. Our programming 
helps to build these Protective Factors. 



OUR PROGRAMS

Our Women's Circle is a mother's support group that 

began in 2018 with a $25,000 grant from the Fairfield 

County Community Foundation. In partnership with the 

Rowan Center, we now offer this group in both English 

and Spanish. 

26 women participated in our first year.

" I appreciate the staff, they made me feel welcomed. 
Their way of teaching has helped me be positive.”

SJPC Client



Partnering with The Boys and Girls Club of Stamford,  

SJPC Cares enables parents to access free childcare services 

while attending class. Childcare helps to increase parent 

participation in classes and increases the efficacy of  

our programs. 

Over 65 children joined us in 2018.



FINANCIALSFINANCIALS



VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers are at the core of SJPC.  
Over 2,467 hot meals were served in 2018.



Ingrid Aarons
The Abbott Family Fund
Michael and Kathleen 
Abbott
Abercrombie Burns 
McKiernan
Advantage America  
Paperboard 
John and Diane Ahern
Frank and Christine Alvarez
Mark Alves
American International 
Group
Steve and  Evelyn Anastos
Daniel and Michele 
Anderton
Aon Foundation
Mark and Elizabeth 
Armstrong
Aspen Insurance 
Inc
AXA/XL 
Insurance
Axiom Capital 
Management
Edmund and 
Mary Bagnulo
Celeste 
Baranowski
Jim and Mary Barone
Patrick and Katie Barry
Clay and Joanna Bassett
Sachin and Rikita Batra
James and Holly Batti
The Bauer Foundation 
Brad Bauguss
Joseph and Mary Bellacosa
Lisa Bender
Vinnie and Marge Benefico
Anne J. Benefico
Harri and Heidi Beutler
Cindi Bigelow
Harry and Colleen Bigelow
John Bober
Joseph and Helen Boland
The Bossidy Foundation
Paul and Tricia Bossidy

Dianne Bowman
Robert Brady
Karen Brewer
AnnMarie Briones
Neil and Margaret Broderick
The Neal and Elizabeth 
Bronzo Charitable Fund 
Mark and Diane Bronzo
Paul Bronzo
Anne E.  Brookes
Randall and Jeanne Brooks
Peter and June Brown
Tim and Kim Brown
Campbell and  Sarah Brown
Carol Burgess
Michael and Joann Cali
Ed and Terry Caliendo
Alice Carpenter

Tony Carpentieri
Charles and Laura Carroll
Robb Caster
Maureen Caviston
Dave and Peggy Ceponis
Chris and Julia Ceponis
Charles and Joy Chiusano
James and Sandra 
Chiusano
Choyce Peterson Inc. 
Peter and Jeanette Christian
Chubb Insurance
The Church Of The Holy 
Spirit
Church Of Saint Cecilia
Tom and Sue Cingari
Joe Cingari
David Cingari
Cohen and Wolf  P.C. 

Jeff and Kara Condlin
Mike and Maureen 
Considine
The Convent Of The Sacred 
Heart
Jim and Missey Cook
Brendan and Celeste Cook
Lucia Cook
David and Yvonne Corby
Edwin Anthony Cowie
Marty Crane
CRC  Insurance
Mark and Shelly Creager
David Crispi
The Crowded  Kitchen
D. W. Van Dyke and Co 
Michael Dalton
Derek and Karen Dalton

James and Isabel Daly
Daniel and Kathleen Reale
Matthew Dawley
Thomas and Suzanne Dean
DeCristo Family  Charitable 
Fund 
Phil and Lisa DeCristo
Jessica DeCristoforo
Tom and Diane Deegan
Anthony Della Pietra
Deloitte and  Touche
Jody DeLuca
Linda DeMott
Robert and Lynn Dennis
Christopher and Catherine 
Desmarais
Hans and Laura Dijs
Joe Dineen and Anne Quinn 
Brian and Chelsea Doerger

IN GRATITUDE TO OUR DONORS

THANK YOU to all our in-kind donors for  
supporting SJPC with breakfasts and dinners  
for our parents, holiday gifts for our families, 
incentive gifts for the children, items for our  
auction and so much more.To volunteer contact  
Luis Hernandez at lhernandez@sjpcenter.org



Domus Kids 
Marianne Doran
Bill and Dot Doty
Carey Dougherty
Anne K. Downey
Justin and Susanne Driscoll
Thomas and Lisa Duddie
Ebay Foundation 
Irene Eddy
Scott  and Ann Eisdorfer
Virginia Elias
Robert and Elizabeth Ellis
Catherine Ernst
Maryellen Estrada
 Everest Global Services
The Exchange Club Of New 
Canaan 
Fairfield County 
Community Foundation 
Vincent and Angelina 
Falotico
Jeffrey and Kim Fanelli
Gerald Farro
Michael Feighan
Rev. Damian Ference
The Fernandez Family Fund
Reginald Fernandez
Allan and Erin Ferrone
Patricia Finneran
The First County Bank 
Foundation 
Michelle Fitzpatrick
John Flanders
Michael Fleitz
The Peter and Anne Foley 
Gift Fund
Joe and Diane Fossi

Gerryand Ginny Fox
Steven Fox
Michael and Theresa Fox
John and Mary Fox
Brian and Melissa Frey
Steve and Michele Fugazy
Allison Gagliardi
Stan and Susanne Galanski
Sue Galati
Garden Catering
David and Kelly Gartrell
The GE Foundation
BJ and Bill Gedney
The General Re Corporation
Elizabeth Genovese
Andrew and Amy George
William and Rita Gerardi
John and Lori Gianukakis
Tony and  Barbara Giobbi
Christopher Gioiella
Denise Giordano
Haylee Glassman
Owen and Judith Gleeson
Joanne Blaney Gorka
Grade A Market
Elaine D. Grant
Jim and Marion Green
Marion Green LLC. 
Suzanne E Greenan
Bob Greenebaum
Jon and Gretchen Greissing
Noelle Gross
Rita Guariglia
Ross Wolfson and Jody 
Haas-Wolfson
Nicole Hadley
Jeffrey and Caryl Hahn

Marguerite Hajjar
The Hanley Charitable Gift 
Fund
Joan and  John Hannigan
The Hartford
Hartford Steam Boiler 
Insurance
Bill and Karen Hatton
Doug Havekost
Bill and Barbara Hecht
Patricia Hecht
Thomas and Pam Heckel
Gerry and Valerie Held
Peter and Jeanne Hosinkski
Joseph Houlihan
Rita L.  Houlihan
Daniel and Marie Houlihan
James Houlihan
The Glenn N. Howatt 
Foundation 
Peter and Peggy Hoyt
Rita Reagan Hulme
Gregg and  Manette 
Hutchings
Bob and Liz Hyland
Bill and Jill Ignatowich
Ironshore Management
The Jacullo Family Fund
Peter and  Kate Jacullo
David and Maura Janny
Kathleen Martin Janssen
Elizabeth Jensen
JLT Re North America 
The John and Dale O'Brien 
Charitable Trust
Alistair and Patty Johnstone
Brian and Liz Joy

"As a volunteer for the past 10 years, I have watched SJPC grow 
from a staff of three to a fully staffed parenting center.To see this 
organization teach so many parents, from all walks of life, the tools 
needed for better parenting,has been so rewarding. Interfacing with 
clients who are enthusiastic and eager to learn how to improve the 
path of their children makes it such a special experience."
BJ Gedney (SJPC Volunteer)



Grant and Judith Kallen
The Kappa Delta Sorority
Josephand Maureen 
Kapustynski 
Judith Keefe
Kevin and Rachel Kilcullen
Tim and Carolyn Kilonsky
The Knights of Columbus
Andrew and Karen Kober
Karen Kober
Jan and Renata Kocur
Thomas and Olga 
Kolenberg
KPMG
Kay Krill
Frank Kromer
Francisca Krum
Paul and Patricia Kuehner
Nick and Kathy Lang
The Ruth and Hal Launders 
Charitable Trust
Margaret S. Law
Vanessa Lecorps
Scott and Patty Leslie
Tom and Susie Leslie
Michael and Cheryl Leslie
William Liberis
Robert and Jeanette Licalzi
Linekin Family Charitable
Peter and Irene Lipsky
Bonnie Littlefield
Joan Lombardo
Denis and Mary Ellen 
Loncto
Denise Lowsley
Donald and Angela Lowy
Carlos and Mona Lu
Ajay and Vibha Machanda
Patricia MacLean
David and Kathryn Maher
Dennis and Carol Mahoney
Louis and Joan Mall
Steve and Kerry Maloney
Jake Manning
Marathon Investments
Marsh and McLennan

Mayor David Martin
Susan Mauer
Richard McAloon
Robert McAlpine
Mark and Annie 
McCambley
Janine McCormick
The McDonough Family 
Fund
Mark and Diane McEnroe
Joe and Susan McGowan
Kevin McGrath
James and Mallory McGrath
James McGrath
Ross and Wendy McKeon
Tom and Terry McKiernan
Gerald and Mary Ellen 
McLoughlin
The McManus Family Fund
Cooper McManus
Sean and Beatriz Meenagh
Jeffrey Mehan
Sergio Mendes
Michael J. Lombardi
Felicia Miller
Jeanne C Miller
Ruedi Millisits
The Minuteman Press
John Miranda
Daniel and Paula Molloy
Wendy M Moores
Terence and Diane Moriarty
Andrew Morken
John and Nancy Morrissette
Sheila Mossman
Mount Sion Community
Charles and Michele Mueller
Dorothy Mulroy
Kevin Murphy
Joe and Christine Murphy
John and Donna Murphy
The William and Ann 
Murphy Family Foundation
Lucille Murray Realty
Joe and Lucille Murray

The Navigators Group
NBC Universal Media
Near and Far Aid 
New Canaan  Community 
Foundation 
John  and Meghan Newman
Henry E. Niles Foundation 
Ben and Janie Nneji
Raymond J. O'Brien
Chris O'Callaghan
Paul and Carol O'Connell
Kevin and Charlene 
O'Connell
Sarah and Tom O'Connor
Robert O'Mahony 
John and Kathy O'Neill
Jamie and Measi O'Rourke
Michael and AC O'Rourke
Seamus and Elizabeth 
O'Rourke
Bill and Anna O'Rourke
Kevin O'Rourke
Odyssey Re
Order Of Malta  American 
Association
Paul and Deidre Orsini
Thomas and Phyllis 
Osterman
Gerald and Patricia Padian
Diane Wehner Papalambros
Joe Paquin
Toni Parlanti
Partner Reinsurance 
Dennis and  Dorian 
Peckham
Richard Peebles
Peoples United  Community 
Foundation 
Andrew and Ann Peterson
Robert Petit
Arthur and Kimberley 
Petrone
Pitney Bowes 
Dan and Patty Portanova
Ricardo Pou
Brian Quinn
Preneshan and Nalini 
Ramaloo

DONORS



William Rasmussen
Jon and Mary Rather 
Barbara Reilly
Christopher and Jennifer 
Reilly
Mary Reinertsen
Mark and Marie Richardson
Rev. David J. Riley
Robert Mize and Isa White 
Trimble Family Foundation
Robinson and Cole
Thomas Rose
Rotary Club Of Stamford
Michael and Kimberly 
Rothman
Andy Rozanski
Denis Ruane
Mark and Nina Rubin
Lynn Rule
Christopher Ruzzi
Ryan Specialty Group
Ed and Betsy Ryan
Jeff and Cece Ryan
Michael and Barbara Ryan
Saint Aloysius Church
Robert and Kathleen 
Salvestrini
Jay and Mary Sommer 
Sandak
John  Scannell and Lori Bell 
Jan Schaefer
Msgr. William J. Scheyd
Charlie and Rosemary 
Schoenherr
Thomas and Laura Schrader
Bob and Susan Schultz
George Schuster
Robert Scinto
Paul and Tracy Sharnsky
Bill Shea
Dale and Ann Sheldon

Signal Mutual Trust
Mike and Mary Lynn 
Silvestro
Michael Simonson
Eric and Annie Simpson
Pieter and Caroline Smit
Michale Smith and Ann 
Bennett
Art and Dianne Smyth
Erich Soldat
Soren and Jane Sorenson
Dr.  Edward B.  Sottile 
St. John's Community 
Foundation 
Stamford Youth Tennis 
Academy
The City Of Stamford
Jane I Steiger
Richard C. Steigler
Jeffrey Stevens
Chris Stroup
Thomas V. Sullivan
Survey Research Center
Gerry and Mary Jo Sweeney
John and Kelly Swingler
Steven and Monica 
Taddonio
Talmadge Hill  Community 
Church 
Lori Talucci
Thomson Reuters
Bob and Jeanann Thuss
Lynn Tidgwell
Jennifer Toll
Edward and Theresa 
Tonnessen
Troy Insurance Inc. 
Christina Trudeau
Edward Tuccio
Julie Tudor
John and Kate Turner

Joe and Jill Vaccaro
Mike and  Beth Valentine
Kristi Vaughan
Andrew Vindigni
Peter and Shawn von Gal
Jane Voris
Greg Walker
Brendan and Emer Walsh
Nick and Sue Webb
The Wells Fargo Foundation
Skip Wells
Bob and Liz Wendel
Andrew Whelan
The Whittingham Family 
Foundation
Ian and Susan Wilkinson
William A. Hecht P.C. 
Willis North  America
Lisa Willis
Karen Willman
The Wilson Family Fund
Winget Spadafora and 
Schwartzberg LLP
Heather Wise
Wood Smith Henning and 
Berman LLP
Nicholas and Mary Jane 
Wood
Terry Wozney
Candy Yeager
Molly and Matthew Zola
Jeff and Angela Zolluccio
Mike and Ann Zucker
Evan and Alison Zuckert

If our work inspires you, please make a DONATION and help 
SJPC break the cycle of child abuse & neglect. Contact us at  
203-588-1934 or donate online at www.sjpcenter.org



Barbara Reilly 
Chair

Vin Benefico 
Vice Chair 

Bob Petit 

Treasurer 

Mark Bronzo
Laurel Carey
Heather Fusco
Jim Green
Kate Jacullo
Judith Kallen
Thomas McKiernan
Rhonda Neal, 
Executive Director 

Measi O'Rourke,  
Founder 

Lucille Paolantonio Murray
Mary Rather
Gerard Sweeney
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OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 " Helping parents develop good parenting skills 
in group settings enables both the safety of the 
children and the confidence of the parents. This 
helps develop safe and healthy homes. To those  
of you who have supported us from the 
beginning and to those of you who have found 
us more recently, we owe our success to your 
support. On behalf of the Board of Directors,  
I want to sincerely thank you for making our agency  
one of a kind in strengthening families all over Fairfield County."

Barbara Reilly
SJPC Chair


